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READERS - PLEASE NOTE

Cheshire Smile is a quarterly magazine appearing on or about the 1st January, April, July and October. it is produced

and sent to you free of charge because The Cheshire Foundation wants as many people as possible to underStand and

support all the different facets of its work for disabled people, both in the UK and overseas. To those who have already

voluntarily sent donations towards the cost of the magazine, we send a sincere and heartfelt ‘Thank you’. To those who

have not yet done so, we renew our appeal.
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Regular and other features scheduled for publica-

tion in this issue have been held over to make space

for the proper recognition of The Founder’s death.

 

FRONT COVER —

G. C. returns from Buckingham Palace after being

awarded the prestigious Order of Merit from H.M. the

Queen ‘for humanitarian services’. With him, his

beloved daughter Elizabeth (‘Gigi’).  

Cheshire Smile is published by The Leonard Cheshire

Foundation, the world’s leading organisation offering

residential care to severely physically disabled men and

women.

It runs 84 Cheshire Homes in the United Kingdom, and

33 Family Support Services in England offering part-time

care to handicapped people and their families living in

their own homes.

Overseas there are 183 Cheshire Homes in 49

countries.

Contributions intended for a specified issue may be

accepted provided that space is available. Such material

must reach the Editor’s office at least TEN WEEKS

preceding the publication date of the issue.

The right is reserved to reject, shorten or clarify any

material submitted at the discretion of the Editor whose

decision is final, and no correspondence can be entered

into concerning it.

Opinions expressed in articles do not necessarily

reflect the official view of The Leonard Cheshire

Foundation.
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Design and Production John Anderson

Secretary Ben Howorth

Editorial & Business Office, 66 The Ridgeway,

ENFIELD EN2 8JA Tel: 081-367 3544

 

 
60, now wheelchair bound, but still smiling, talking to former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, at the unveiling of the statue of Air

Chief Marshal SirArthur ‘Bomber’ Harris. Photograph courtesy of The Daily Mail.



 

To the Proud Memory ofA Great

and Compassionate Man

A Thanksgiving Service for the life and work of our Founder, Group Captain Lord Cheshire, V.C., was held on

Friday, 25th September in Westminster Cathedral, London.

On that same day Cheshire Homes and Services throughout the United Kingdom and the world were asked by

the Foundation to hold a similar ceremony in celebration of the Founder’s work and to commit themselves to

continuing it.

Lord Cheshire died, after much suffering, courageously borne, on July 3lst, at the Sue Ryder Home at

Cavendish, Suffolk. His wife, Lady Ryder of Warsaw, was with him. He was buried there after a private funeral

and a Requiem Massin the Sue Ryder Home Chapel.

In a statement James Stanford, Director-General of the

Foundation, said ‘The Mission of this Foundation

which now spans 50 countries and more than 130

different services for people with disabilities

throughout the United Kingdom, will continue

undaunted in the way that Leonard Cheshire would

have wished. As he himself said ‘Never feel you have

achieved your goal. Go on reaching to more and more

heights.’

‘1 know how much he prayed for the continuation of

his work and I am sure everyone will share in the

determination to see his mission does not fail.’

Tributes and Sympathy Flood in

Tributes and letters of sympathy poured into the

Foundation HQ at Maunsel Street and to his widow,

Lady Ryder, at Cavendish. They came not only from

the famous and the distinguished, but also from simple

people from all walks of life who had encountered

him, served him and been touched by his magnetism

and gentle understanding.

In War and Peace — A Hero

The Prime Minister, Mr John Major, paid tribute in

a statement issued from 10 Downing Street: ‘In war,

Leonard Cheshire was a hero. In peace, he served his

nation no less well. Together he and Sue Ryder

touched directly the lives of thousands of people and

gave them hope and encouragement. Through his

example he reached millions more. He was in the true

sense of the word a national hero.’

The Most Remarkable Man

Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris,

Chairman Emeritus of the Foundation. and a close and

loyal friend of Leonard Cheshire since Oxford days

together wrote: ‘He was one of the most remarkable

men of his generation, perhaps the most remarkable. A

war hero and pioneer of the Cheshire Homes, he had

the priceless gift of appearing ordinary while

accomplishing quite extraordinary things in peace and

war.

Personal letters came from HM The Queen,

Lady Thatcher (former Prime Minister), from

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, from Members of both

Houses of Parliament, and from numerous

religious dignitaries.

 Group Captain Cheshire takes Resident Malcolm Stewart on a tour of

the gardens at Mayfield House, Edinburgh.

(Photograph courtesy of The Scotsman.)

 

 
 
   

 



  

 

  

    

  

       

  

   

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire

VC, OM, Dso, DFC:

His Life and Work

A Lifetime of Service

The life of Leonard Cheshire might be summed up in one brief

sentence: ‘He dedicated it single—mindedly to the service of others’.

First. to his country as a courageous wartime pilot, and later as the

champion of disabled and disadvantaged people throughout the

world.

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh paid tribute to his towering

achievements in glowing terms when he said:

‘The history of the treatment of the sick and disabled is illuminated

by the flashing humanity of a handful of reformers and innovators.

Leonard Cheshire joins that select group for the world-wide network

of Homes which he has managed to establish in the face of every kind

ofdifficulty and discouragement. It is one of the greatest acts of

humanity of our time.’

Here, in brief, is the story of his remarkable life and work:

At left, Leonard Cheshire standing by a Halifax bomber after he was awarded

the first bar to his D. 8.0, in April 1943.



As War Hero

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire

was one of the most daring and

successful bomber pilots to survive

World War II.

In November 1940, when flying a

Whitley bomber over Cologne, his

aircraft was severely damaged when a

photo flare it was carrying was

detonated by German anti—aircraft fire.

In spite of this, he completed his

bombing run and managed to bring

the crippled aircraft home. For this

feat, he was awarded the first of three

Distinguished Service Orders.

In 1943 he voluntarily dropped a

rank to take command of the

legendary 617 Squadron (The

Dambusters), flying Lancasters. The

following year, after making his case

for the use of fast, manoeuvrable

aircraft to mark targets with

incendiary markers, he was given

permission to fly Mosquito aircraft.

Subsequent raids by his squadron,

which he led with incredible daring

and resourcefulness, brought the art of

marking and master bomber direction

to a peak of effectiveness.

The Victoria Cross

In September 1944 Leonard

Cheshire was awarded the Victoria

Cross, the supreme accolade for

gallantry. This was not for a single

act of great courage, but for four

and a half years of sustained valour

during which time he had flown a

total of 100 operations over enemy

territory.

Official Observer

His last assignment was a historic one.

He was chosen by The Prime

Minister, Winston Churchill, to be

the official British observer when the

atomic bomb was dropped on

Nagasaki. Subsequently he

consistently and publicly

maintained that this action saved

many thousands of lives, marking,

as it did, the beginning of the end of

all hostilities.

The Years of Peace

When Leonard Cheshire left the RAF

in 1945, he was uncertain of the exact

direction his life would take. He was,

however, sure of two things — his

new—found belief in the existence of

God as the Supreme Being, and his

wish to dedicate himself to helping

others who were less fortunate than

himself.

Community of Ex-Servicemen

Fails

He decided to start a group of self—

governing communities for Ex—

Servicemen, but this was not securely

founded and soon collapsed. Leonard

Cheshire was left facing enormous

debts, and his way ahead was still

obscure. The failure had taught him a

great deal, however.

The Beginning of a Lifetime of

Service

At this time Leonard Cheshire was left

with what was now his heavily

mortgaged home, which was called

Le Court, near Liss in Hampshire.

While there, a member of the failed

ex—service community got in touch

with him. His name was Arthur

Dykes and he was dying of cancer.

The hospital he was in could not keep

him and he had nowhere to go.

Leonard Cheshire did what he

continued to do throughout his life —

he responded to that desperate unmet

need — and took the old man in,

personally nursing him until he died.

Soon others came to him for help; not

only the terminally ill, but the

deprived and disabled. So Le Court

became the first Cheshire Home.

Arrangements there were rough and

makeshift. He and a small band of

helpers were untrained, there was no

money and it was literally a matter of

living from hand to mouth, begging

and borrowing essentials. However,

what made it all so worth-while was

the sharing of problems, of working

together, and the warm community

spirit which uplifted both those being

cared for and those who were doing

the caring. Decisions were taken

G. C. looks at the map with Cheshire Homes marked out,

jointly, back—breaking tasks willingly

undertaken, and the sense of

belonging to a family made up for all

the physical inadequacies and

discomforts.

More Homes Set Up

By 1950, news of Leonard Cheshire’s

pioneering work in trying to plug the

enormous gap of unmet needs became

well-known throughout the country.

More and more people came to him

with their problems; in particular the

severely disabled.

He struggled on with what seemed

an almost impossible large task until

he realised that help was all around

him. He saw suddenly that he must

harness the energy and willingness of

caring people in local communities to

set up their own Cheshire Homes,

following the general principles he

knew had worked so well at Le Court.

Local committees of volunteers,

fired by his ideals and his leadership,

were soon formed. These committees

were made responsible for finding

premises, raising funds and for

managing and running the Homes.

They were to be free to operate in

their own communities as they

thought fit, but he insisted that the

general principles he had laid down

must be adhered to. Disabled people

should be free to live a life of their

own choosing, given maximum

encouragement to be independent, to

contribute to their community in

practical ways as far as their

disabilities allowed, and to participate

in decisions affecting what was to be

THEIR home. The emphasis was

always that the Home should be

united as a family should be, with the

   

 

 

 



 
 

    

dignity of the individual guarded and

respected, and with each person

caring for and helping the other.

The Concept Flourished

What was then a quite unique concept

grew and flourished. Today there are

85 Cheshire Homes in the United

Kingdom. offering residential care to

severely disabled people, suffering

from a wide variety of incurable

conditions There are no barriers of

class. religion, sex or colour.

In addition, the Foundation has

expanded into offering part time care

to disabled people and their families

in their own homes with 33 Family

Support Services. It has also

responded to the needs of mentally

handicapped adults and children. and

oflong stay patients discharged from

psychiatric hospitals who need

support.

Now a World-Wide Organisation

As Leonard Cheshire saw the

extraordinary growth of Cheshire

Homes in the United Kingdom,

opened always in response to real

need. he became increasingly anxious

to turn his attention to the desperate

situation of disabled people in other

parts of the world. He saw that it was

feasible to extend his work overseas

by the same process — forming

voluntary committees to carry out the

general concepts he had laid down. It

would be an arms length operation,

and the Homes, particularly in the

Third World, would perhaps be

humble, in conformity with the

standard of living in each country. But

they would be imbued with the same

burning aspiration — to offer hope, an

end to loneliness, and a chance to

work together to make a promising

future, with the emphasis on self—help

and assistance to acquire skills.

Today there are 183 Cheshire

Homes in 50 countries overseas, and

recent crowning achievements

which fulfilled a long held ambition

of Leonard Cheshire were the

opening of Homes in Japan, China

and Russia.

Other Initiatives

Together with his wife Sue Ryder,

herselfa renowned figure in the field

of care and compassion through her

Foundation, a number ofjoint

projects, under the title of Ryder-

Cheshire Mission for the Relief of

Suffering, were set up to provide

much needed help in areas which do
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The Queen is greeted by G. C. at the opening of Park House, the Foundation ‘5 hotel on I

the Sandringham Estate. At left, Peter Fiowley, former Foundation Chairman.

   

  

Gerrard’s Cross, in 1990.
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Hopwood, Residentof Le Coun‘. At right, Bob Balfour, disabled Foundation Trustee.

 

not lie within the scope of their two

Foundations. There are two of these

in India, one in Nepal, two in

Australia, and one in New Zealand,

which are for sufferers from

leprosy, TB, mental handicap, and

for the chronically or terminally ill.

World War Memorial Fund

Leonard Cheshire also inaugurated

The World War Memorial Fund for

Disaster Relief, which he conceived

when watching harrowing pictures on

television of yet another famine in

Africa.



 
Seventieth birthday tribute — the Founder with seven volumes

containing signatures, motifs, sketches andphotographs from

Cheshire Homes world-wide.

Leonard Cheshire - The Man

A self—effacing man, with a wicked sense

of humour, and an abiding interest in

people from all walks of life, he had

natural qualities of authority and

leadership, with the ability to inspire

devotion and loyalty in all those with

whom he was associated.

His determination was unquenchable.

When those around him despaired over

ever achieving some seemingly impossible

objective, he would rally the faint-hearted

by saying ‘Don’t worry. The cause is right,

so the money to carry it out will be found

somehow.’

 

 
Now Lord Cheshire, Pictured here with his wife, Baroness Ryder

of Warsaw, on the day of his introduction to the Upper House.

‘It was as if a divine presence had descended upon us.’ Thus

the Earl of Longford. 30 years in the Lords, described the recep—

tion given to his friend Leonard Cheshire '5 maiden speech.

Honoured and Decorated

Leonard Cheshire was heaped with

honours throughout his eventful life. In

addition to the VC, the D80 (two bars)

and the DFC for his wartime exploits,

the Queen conferred on him the

prestigious Order of Merit in 1981. In

June 1991 he accepted a life peerage to

become Group Captain Lord Cheshire

0f Woodhall. However, to disabled

people in the Homes which bore his

name, both here and abroad, who loved

and revered him, he wished to be known

always as simply ‘G.C.’.

So they will remember him

with gratitude.

 

 

  
 

 



 
This photograph, taken by Xiong Jian-Hu, Resident of the first Chinese Cheshire Home,

in Kunming, was judged by Lady Ryder, G. C. ’3 wife, as the best she had ever seen of

him. G. 0., judged it as 'highly professional’.

Religion was notjust part of Leonard

Cheshire’s life. It was central to his

whole existence and influenced all his

actions.

In a book by Alenka Lawrence

His Christian Faith called ‘Where is God in all [hlS?’,

based on interviews with him, he

explains his deep religious

convictions.

A Brash Young Man

As a child he didn’t pray, and even

through the terrible dangers as a

wartime bomber pilot, the existence of

God never entered his head. On his

own admission, he was ‘brash’ as a

young man, a little boastful, too, and

inclined to be self—assertive. He was

fond of speeding and, in his early

youth, held the record from Hyde Park

Corner to Magdalen Bridge, Oxford,

in a dashing red Alfa Romeo for

which he could not pay. Other

pleasures were party-going and tennis.

   

God is a person

His conversion in 1945 was dramatic

and unexpected. He had met up with a

party of friends in a Mayfair pub and

the conversation unaccountably

turned to religion. This was not to his

taste, and to put a stop to the talk, he

said ‘Oh, God is an inner conscience

that all of us have, that tells us

individually what to do.’

Then a girl said: ‘You’re talking

nonsense. God is a person and you

know it.’ At that moment, Leonard

Cheshire said, quite suddenly he did

know it and with absolute certainty.

‘We were having a fairly boozy

evening and that girl, whom I hardly

knew, was drinking more than the rest

of us. I didn’t expect a remark like

that from her, and it was the last place

I expected religion to come up in.” He

realised that some major changes

would have to take place and that he

couldn’t run away.

An inner encounter

Fora long time, he thought that belief

in God was a reasoning process, but

later in his life he began to think that it

wasn’t that at all. It was an inner

encounter in some mysterious way.

Relationship with God was intimate

and personal 7 not a meeting of minds

but of the whole person. No reasoning

or argument against it had any effect

on him. He knew that God had

encountered him. ‘If you were

crossing a lonely moor at night and

met somebody on your way, and later

your friends tried to persuade you that

there was no one there, it wouldn’t

make you change your view’, was

how he explained it.

Finding his Church

When he was looking after Arthur

Dykes who was dying of cancer, he

watched him, a lapsed Catholic,

beginning to regain his faith. He was

present when the Last Rites were

administered, and during the three

hours he sat with him, he picked up a

book ‘One Lord, One Faith’ by

Monsignor Vernon Johnson about his

conversion to Roman Catholicism,

and with the same certainty he had

experienced in the past, knew that this

was the church he was looking for.

Death Confirms Life

Dying, said Leonard Cheshire, was

not to be feared. ‘The here and now

and one’s death are part and parcel

of the same thread. Death, in fact, is

the confirmation of one’s earthly

life.’

—
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Happy family days, G. C. with his wife and children Gigi and Jerome at Cavendish.

Marriage and Family Life

Leonard Cheshire first met his wife,

Sue Ryder, at the Bedfordshire Home,

in Ampthill, in 1955 when she came

in search of ideas. In her he saw a

kindred spirit, doing the same kind of

work but in a different way, and they

used to help each other.

Four years later they were married.

In the book ‘Where is God in all this?’

he says ‘My marriage was my saving,

though pliests I knew felt it was

incompatible with the work I was

doing and that I would lose my

vocation. Mother Teresa, however,

looked upon it as a gift from God to

 

Complete Acceptance

When Leonard Cheshire heard that he

had been diagnosed as suffering from

motor neurone disease he knew very

well what lay ahead. He had seen his

friend Margaret Gibb, the first

secretary of the Foundation, suffering

from the same affliction, and spoke

movingly at her memorial service in

1990 thus: ‘Although she was slowly

stripped of all power to do things for

herself, she never complained. Her

spirit of acceptance, ofjoy, was

accompanied by a realisation that out

of it, with God‘s help, would come

goodfi

 

each of us for the benefit of our

respective work.

‘Marriage stopped me from taking

myself too seriéusly. Out and about

you may give an impression you’re a

lot better person than you actually are.

In marriage, you can’t possibly keep

that up. . . . marriage kept my feet on

the ground, it kept me more balanced.

And we both had the same objectives.

My idea of a honeymoon was to go

and start another Home together. So

we founded Raphael in India together.

It all fitted.’

He said he wished he could have

The Final Curtain

A Blessing in Disguise

When he wrote to Cheshire Smile in

July his last message to the disabled

people he had sought all his life to

help, his optimism and courage

remained undiminished. ‘Far from

this unexpected development being

a setback, I feel in my heart it is far

more probably a blessing in

disguise. Already it is giving me new

insight into how disability affects

one’s life and what one needs to do

to try and rise above the limitations

it imposes’, he said.

As his condition worsened, he

strove on good days to continue his

work.

spent more time with his two children,

Jeromy and Gigi, when they were

little. ‘They were lovely years, and

having to go away so often was a great

wrench — for them too, I suspect.’

Living in a small flat at Cavendish,

part of a community, meant, however,

that they grew up learning to accept

disabled people as just ordinary

people. When asked ifhe felt his work

had caused him to neglect his

children, he said it had been difficult

to decide on priorities. ‘I wouldn’t say

I got it right. But we’ve got lovely

relationships.’

 

India Held A Special Place in His

Heart

India, with its poverty, disease and

suffering, had a special place in his

heart, and with his wife and children,

Gigi and Jerome, he undertook an

exhausting trip to India to say farewell

to three Homes that held deep and

cherished memories for him —

Raphael, a joint venture with Lady

Ryder, set up in 1958, Dehra Dun. and

the Delhi Home.

These visits were filmed for

Anglia TV as part of a documentary

on G.C.’s life, and will be

networked in The Human Factor

Series later this year.

Continued on next page)
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In A Wheelchair

Later, in valiant support of Sir Arthur

‘Bomber’ Harris, he attended the

unveiling of his Statue, against

doctor’s orders, frail and in a

wheelchair, and spoke out in defence

of the Air Marshal’s wartime

bombing campaigns. ‘In my view, it

was the lives saved that justified the

bombing’, he said.

Devoted supporters and

Foundation staff were much moved

when he attended a reception at the

Tower of London in his honour,

where he managed, with a little

assistance, to mount the stairs,

spurning the arrangements for

carrying him up.

His last days were spent with his

 

Bob Balfour, Foundation Trustee, presents the Founder with a volume. Left to right at family at Cavendish, Suffolk, where

rear: A/ Lord, former UKAids and EquipmentAdv/ser; Edward Footring, Park House he received vigitors, including the

fund-raiser; Mrs Dorothy Allott, member of the International Committee. Duchess of York in her capacity as

Patron of the Motor Neurone

% Association.

At One With Them

When the Chairman of the

Foundation, Sir Geoffrey Howlett,

told him that the decision was to

carry on with the wheelchair rally

at Le Court, designed to celebrate

his 75th birthday, he recalled that

he smiled and said simply: ‘That’s

wonderful’.

His death, he knew, was

imminent, and his strong desire was     
» . 7 _ “b m - ' ' ' F A; that others would carry on the work

The Founder talks to the first Residents at Kempston House, Claire Duckett and Theresa he had devoted his life t0, 50 that

MoMu/Ien. Cheshire Homes world-wide would

reach out further to help disabled

people like himself. He was, finally,

not leading them, but at one with

them.

The Founder attended the 25th

anniversary celebrations at The Grove,

East Carleton, Norfolk. Here he watches

as chef Flichard Palmer helps Kathy

Harbord to cut the cake. At right, Paul

Wood, Chairman of the Management

Committee. 
   



On Wheels of Fire

To Keep His Work Alighf

From the length and breadth of the

United Kingdom, travelling on

highways and by-ways, thirty two

wheelchair—bound Ex—Service athletes

pushed themselves a total of 2,000

miles to Le Court Cheshire Home, in

Hampshire, where on Saturday,

September 12th, they took part in a

final tribute to the memory of Leonard

Cheshire.

The men, and one woman, all

members of BEWSA (British Ex—

Services Wheelchair Sports

Association) formed into five teams

and set off from Inverness, Liverpool,

Carmarthen, Penzance and

Maidstone.

Ninety Miles a Day

The Inverness team, as just one

example, took 18 days to reach their

destination, covering up to 90 miles a

day on some sections of the route. On

the Bath to Chippenham route the

athletes were recording astonishing

speeds of over 40 miles per hour,

while on the Invemess trail they

achieved 37 miles per hour. This was

made possible by new Cycl—One

attachments for the wheelchairs with

48 gears, specially imported for the

Rally from the USA.

Meeting Up At Cheshire Homes

Along all routes, the teams made

contact with local Cheshire Homes

and took part in countless events

organised by them as part of the long-

planned Cheshire Awareness Year.

Homes visited by the Invemess

team were: Inverness; Glamis,

Glenrothes; Mayfield, Edinburgh;

MatfenNewcastle—upon—Tyne;

Spofforth, Harrogate; Mickley Hall,

Sheffield; The Manor, Brampton;

Arnold House, Enfield: The Chilterns,

Gerrards Cross.

Homes visited by the Liverpool

team were: The Hill, Sandbach;

Greenacres, Sutton Coldfield;

Greenhill, Banbury.

The Carmaithen team left Coomb.

Dyfed, and visited Dan-y-Bryn,

Cardiff; Llanhennock, Newport, and

Greathouse, Kington Langley.

. ' I“;

In solemn mood, BEWSA

athletesIn preparation for

the march past.

 
The Penzance team, setting off

from St. Teresa’s, Long Rock, visited

Cann House, Plymouth, and The

Grange, Poole.

The Maidstone team, departing

from Mote House, met up with St.

Cecilia’s, Bromley; Athol House,

Dulwich; Thicket Road Cheshire

Home, Penge; Bromley Care Support

Service; and visited Seven Springs

Cheshire Home, Tunbridge Wells,

and Pound House, Dorking.

Action and Interest All the Way

The amazing feats of the wheelchair

athletes and the many events along the

way attracted great public interest and

support, as well as TV, radio and press

publicity, although it was stressed that

what had been planned as a joyous

celebration of the Founder’s 75th

birthday was now proceeding, as one

of his last requests, as a demonstration

of the will to continue and expand his

work.

11
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Special Events

Almost all Cheshire Homes, after

joining with local Family Support

Services, organised some event to

mark Awareness Year, and in memory

of the Founder a minute’s silence was

observed.

Just a few examples of local events

were the reception at Holyrood

House, Edinburgh, when the Lord

Provost unleashed hundreds of

balloons in a strong wind to scatter the

Cheshire message all over Edinburgh;

the Chatsworth Game Fair when the

BEWSA athletes paraded in the

Grand Ring and took the salute from

the Black Watch; the big send—off to

them from Blenheim Palace,

Woodstock, with several Cheshire

Homes and a British Legion guard of

honour in attendance.

A Red Feather fete was held at

Sevenoaks Vine Gardens town centre

with bands, majorettes, and a

fairground. Homes and Services

taking part included Chipstead Lake,

Sevenoaks; Athol House, Dulwich;

Thicket Road Cheshire Home, Penge;

and Bromley Care Support Service.

Residents at the Grange, Poole, were

set afloat in a Royal Marines landing

craft to sail to Bournemouth, and there

was a reception in Queen’s Square,

Crawley, with Heatherley, Copthome;

St. Bridget’s, Rustington; and

Ashwood, Worthing, taking part.

Reaching Their Goal

On the evening of Friday, 1 1th

September, the five teams, together

with supporters, Residents, staff and

Family Support Service personnel and

Clients, converged on Petersfield to

form a parade up to the Market

Square, where they were officially

received by the Mayor, and the

Chairman of East Hampshire District

Council. This was followed by a

concert and a reception.

Right: In the great marquee, the Service

of Remembrance.
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Above: Piper Mel/0y of the Royal Engineers leads the wheelchair March Past. Left to

right: Chairman Sir Geoffrey Howe/ti; Baroness Ryder; General Ted Burgess, President

of British Legion; Sir Peter Ramsbotham, Foundation Trustee; and Sir Christopher 9‘

Fox/ey-Norris, Chairman Emeritus.

 
 



   

In Memoriam — September the

Twelfth

The great Festival of Remembrance to

the Founder dawned cold, but sunny,

as nearly one thousand people he had

helped, worked with, and who

admired and loved him assembled at

Le Court to pay their last respects and

to pledge themselves to continue his

work.

The March Past

The wheelchair athletes formed into a

March Past, led by a lone piper, with

Baroness Ryder of Warsaw, a small

but dignified f1gure dressed in black,

standing on the plinth to take the

salute to the memory of her husband,

flanked by General Sir Geoffrey

Howlett, the Foundation’s Chairman;

Air Chief Marshal Sir Christopher

Foxley—Norris, Chairman Emeritus,

and General Sir Edward Burgess,

President of the British Legion.

 
Flight: Sir Geoffrey How/err plants an oak tree

in memoriam.

 

A Service of Thanksgiving

This was followed by an ecumenical

Service of Thanksgiving for Lord

Cheshire’s life in the great marquee.

Readings were from Revelation

and the Philippians, and the Founder’s

favourite hymn ’He who would

valiant be’ was the last to be sung,

followed by a moving lament played

by a Royal Engineers piper, Sapper

Melloy. Music was by The Falklands

Band and The Society Singers formed

the Choir.

Guests assembled in silence to

view the RAF Battle of Britain

Memorial Flight, consisting of a

Hurricane, a Spitfire and a Lancaster.

In Lasting Memory

Two oak saplings were then planted

by Baroness Ryder and General Sir

Geoffrey Howlett.
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lngle, the only girl in the team.

Foundation Director-General James

Stanford with Cheshire House, Belfast,

Care and Development Officer Susan

Harrison.
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Lady Ryder, inspecting the Red Devils. Here she talks with Lance Corporal Debbie

Union Jack flying, a Red Devil descends

on to the Le Court lawn.

  

A Fall from The Skies

Then, in gusty conditions, the day

ended with 21 dramatic display by The

Red Devils, the Parachute Regiment’s

Freefall Team, consisting of seven

men and one girl.

                     

  

  

  

  

 

    
  
  

      

A Happy Day

In a final speech, General Sir Geoffrey

Howlett paid tribute to the immense

courage and determination of the

wheelchair athletes. He said that,

despite grief at the Founders death,

the day, after all, had been a happy

one, for it was in grateful

thanksgiving for all that Leonard

Cheshire had left behind, and in

dedication to his stated wish that the

Foundation should go on with

renewed energy to reach more and

more people in distress and need, not

only in this country, but throughout

the world.

A Red Feather Day

On September 12th as Chairman Sir

Geoffrey Howlett presided over the

Wheelchair Rally, his daughter

Alexandra gave birth to his grandchild

in Dorchester — she has been named

Victoria.

Col. Roger Southerst, Head of Le Court,

(left) with Baroness Ryder and the

Foundation Chairman (at rear, an RAF

Spitfire).

 



An Independent Home

View of the House for s

The Highlands.

Chairman Sir Geoffrey

How/en with Residents

and Supporters at the

opening of The House for

The Highlands.

Chairman Sir Geoffrey

Hewlett with the Manager

of The House for The

Highlands, Oliver Fuller.

General Sir Geoffrey Howlett, Chairman

ofthe Cheshire Foundation, ofi‘icially

opened the Cheshire Housefor The

Highlands, in Inverness, Scotland, on

25th April, aproud dayfor Residents,

Staffand Management Committee

Members who had worked so hard over

fifteen years to bring the project to

fruition.

Independence Facilities

The Home consists of fourteen flats,

comprising a sitting room. shower room,

kitchenette and bed area, fully equipped to

enable even severely disabled Residents

to be as independent as their condition

permits. A young and enthusiastic staff

are on hand to provide unobtrusive

assistance when required.

   

Privacy, Dignity, Choice

The concept of the Home is to offer

privacy, choice and personal dignity. and

reinforces the cornerstone of Cheshire

Foundation philosophy.

The Home is situated on the banks of the

River Ness on an attractive site near the

town. with easy access to shops and other

facilities.

Sir Geoffrey toured the building

with the Manager, Oliver Fuller, and

the Deputy Manager and Head of Care,

Jackie Campbell. He also met

Residents Patrick McCluskey, Colin

Ross, Morag MacDougall, Sheila

MacDonald, Hamish MacDonald and

Duncan Lamond.  

AND

Another

Superb

Cheshire

Home in New

Quarters

Residents of the new Leonard Cheshire

Home of Gloucestershire — formerly The

Cotswold Cheshire Home, Cheltenham,

are now happily settled in their new

quarters, following a smoothly organised

move. achieved in the teeth of a violent

thunderstorm.

The single storey purpose—built

complex has cost a total of £3.25 million,

from a Foundation loan, and incorporates

the ‘core and chalet’ concept. Spacious

living accommodation for a total of 37

Residents is provided in five separate

chalets, each consisting of six spacious

rooms with en suite toilet and bath

facilities. In addition there are six

purpose-built bungalows for disabled

people able to enjoy more independent

living.

Superb Facilities

Facilities include a hydrotherapy room, a

recreational workshop, and physiotherapy

and occupational therapy areas. Outside

are delightful gardens and courtyards. The

Home, which is situated in Charlton Lane,

Leckhampton, Cheltenham, is close to the

town centre.

The aim is to continue to ensure that

the dignity and independence of Residents

remain a top priority. while providing

increased opportunities to improve the

quality of their lives and personal

satisfaction.

Invaluable Volunteers

Volunteers, as always, were invaluable in

achieving the move with the least

disruption, and included personnel from

neighbouring RAF stations, all working to

a most efficient plan devised by Diana

Mackie, Deputy Head of Home.

£1.5 Million Appeal

A capital appeal is now forging ahead

to raise £1.5 million, calculated to make

up the balance of the loan after the sale

of the old premises. £0.75 million has

already been raised from accumulated

fund-raising and the sale of

investments.
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—News—

The Manor Wins an

Award for Sensitive

Caring Ideas

Sally Colman, Head of Care,

and Gillian Fraser, a senior

member of the Care Team at

The Manor Cheshire Home,

Brampton, Huntingdon, have

won first prize for their joint

essay in the National Contest

for the Paul Hartmann Care

Award 1992, entitled ‘Caring

for the Young Disabled’.

Each has received a cheque

for £150, and their paper will

now go forward to compete

with eight other European

countries in the International

Award.

The competition is

dedicated to the question of

how the patient, as a human

being, features at the centre. It

looks for trend setting ideas

about sensitive nursing care.

In their essay Sally and

Gillian explain the aims of

The Manor and how

everything is organised to

ensure that Residents lead as

full a life as possible, with

freedom and independence as

the goals, within a non-

institutionalised environment.

Derek Bower, Head of

Home, cemented: ‘I feel

this achievement is

particularly creditable, as we

have only been open for such

a short period’.

(Editors note: Sally and

Gillian ’s interesting paper is

too longforpublication in the

Smile. Copies ofit, however,

are available on application,

from Derek Bower, Head of

Home, The Manor Cheshire

Home, Church Road,

Brampton, Huntingdon,

Cambs., PE18 8PW).

Princess Royal

Opens Scottish

Independent Living

Unit

The Princess Royal saw yet

another example of The

Cheshire Foundation’s rapid

advance in the provision of

living facilities for disabled

people when, on June 22nd,

she officially opened

Wardiebum, a small unit

which now spells home to

five former Residents of

nearby Mayfield House,

Edinburgh.

She was met by the Lord

——News—

Provost of Edinburgh,

Norman Irons. and the

Foundation’s Chairman,

General Sir Geoffrey

Howlett, and also welcomed

by Pat Morrison. Chairman of

the Management Committee.

She toured the

accommodation and was

extremely impressed by the

spaciousness of the bed

sitting rooms with en suite

bathrooms. Residents Aime,

Jessie, Malcolm, Denis and

Hugh told her how delighted

they were with their new

home, and the Princess also

spoke with members of the

Management Committee and

assembled guests.

In the hobbies room, Hugh

presented her with a painting

of horses which he had

painted with a brush in his

mouth, and an Edinburgh

crystal paperweight. Jessie

and Denis escorted the

Princess to the kitchen where

she watched the finishing

touches being put to a mouth-

watering cheesecake, and

Malcolm demonstrated his

skill on the computer. Perhaps

the highlight of the day was

when the Princess put the last

stitch in a tapestry of

Wardiebum beautifully made

by volunteer Daisy Anderson.

Proliferation of

Charities Confuses

Givers

So many charities are rattling

collecting boxes, sending out

mailing shots and making

public appeals that the public

are confused and suffering

from ‘compassion fatigue’, 21

recent report by Charities Aid

Foundation, based on a

survey of more than 1000

people, states.

It found that seven in ten

people agreed that there were

so many charities it was

difficult to decide which to

give to, and concludes that the

increase in the number of

charities might be counter-

productive and cause the

market to be saturated.

Currently there are about

170,000 registered charities,

some of which are inactive,

taking highly variable

amounts for administration,

with the biggest holding back

about 10 to 15% of their

income.

In a table analysing

—News——

charitable giving per person

per month, 27% gave nothing,

6% from 1p to 50p,

8% from 50p to £1,

1 1% £1 to £2,

6% £2 to £3,

3% £3 to £4,

4% £4 to £5,

14% £5 to £10,

11% £10 to £20.

8% £20 to £50,

with only 2% giving over

£50.

The report expressed

concern that charities

cu1rent1y receiving £350,000

from local lotteries could be

hit when the National Lottery

begins in 1994 or 1995.

A Cause for Pride

Pamela Sandle, a Resident of

Alne Hall Cheshire Home,

York, had a particular reason

for pride when she flew to

Malta at the end of May to

attend the dedication of the

Siege Bell Memorial by the

Queen, because it was her

brother, Professor Michael

Sandle, R.A., who designed

the memorial and supervised

its construction.

The memorial was a

tribute to the servicemen and

civilians who had fought and

died there during the second

World War.

Also present was the

Administrator of Alne Hall,

Peter Robertson, who is a

member of the George Cross

Island Association.

A Matter of Opinion

Some people find the term

‘mental handicap’ offensive

and prefer ‘people with

learning difficulties or

disabilities’. Others find the

latter confusing and unclear.

The debate reached the

House of Lords recently when

Lord Rix, Chairman of

Mencap, stated that Mencap

would not be changing. ‘We

are concerned to keep the

acronym of Mencap and the

issues of mental handicap on

the agenda in terms and with

images which are acceptable

to those concerned, but which

carry weight with those very

ready to ignore the issues.’

The Earl of Snowdon said

‘A certain organisation has

been reported as saying that it

objects to the term ‘mental

handicap”. It finds it insulting.

I do not.

—News\

‘Surely what matters is not

those transient and irrelevant

definitions but understanding

and involvement with pe0ple

in our community, whatever

disability they may have. It is

the word “people” that is

important.’

The mother of a mentally

handicapped son, speaking on

the radio, made this point:

‘My son appears to be of

normal intelligence and it is

necessary to explain to people

to avoid embarrassments and

misunderstandings. The term

“mental handicap” is

immediately understandable

to the uninitiated. I far prefer

this to “people with learning

difficulties” which is

unwieldy and vague.’

(Editor’s Note; Readers,

what are your views on this

controversial subject?)

Leap to Lourdes

31 year old Jean Harrison, a

Resident of Chipstead Lake

Cheshire Home, Chipstead,

Kent, achieved a courageous

feat when she undertook a 10

mile sponsored Scoota ride

through nearby Knowle Park

and raised £1,445 to help send

a girl on a pilgrimage to

Lourdes. The ride took her

three hours and she called it

‘Leap to Lourdes’.

Jean suffers from spina

bifida and was inspired to this

effort after visiting Lourdes

herself, which she found an

emotional and uplifting

experience.

Friends Group Aids

SW Wilts F88

The South West Wiltshire

Family Support Service,

based in Gillingham, Dorset,

has a group of ‘Friends’ who

act as a strong support to the

Management and Fund-

raising Committees at various

functions and fund-raising

events.

At a recent Open Day to

illustrate the FSS’s valuable

work, they weighed in, with

Care Attendants and others, to

man a number of stalls,

erected by Committee

Member Michael Whatley.

Result — a splendid £3,500

was raised towards the

continued provision of care.

The Service averages

2,500 care hours and 10,500

care miles per month, and has

130 Clients.



 

 

Foundation Announce

Hampden Inskip Literary Awards

An annual Literary Contest, open to

all Cheshire Foundation Residents,

Volunteers, Advocates and Staff, has

been established in memory ofthe

late Judge Hampden Inskip, who

gave unique andpioneering service

in the cause ofdisabledpeople over

20 years.

A Passionate Advocate

Judge Inskip was a Trustee of the

Foundation, and also an early

Chairman of Le Court Cheshire

Home’s Management Committee.

He fought fearlessly and

passionately for the better

understanding of the needs and

rights of disabled people, and did

much to develop new services for

those with mental disabilities. He

was also the author of two

Handbooks on Residential Care

and Domiciliary Care, which led to

profound changes for the better.

The Awards

There will be three prizes to the

value 0f£150, £100 and £50,

PRAIRIE

A QUALITY ESTATE CAR

DISCREETLY CONVERTED

  

  

  

generously given by Mrs Inskip

from donations to her husband’s

memory, and matched by the

Foundation.

Subjects for Entries

The subjects for entries will be

‘Aspects of Care Practice and

Management’ or ‘Any subject

concerning the problems and

aspirations of people with

disabilities’.

Contributions will be selected on

the basis of originality, quality of

research and authorship, and

should not be more than 5000

words in length. Judges will be

announced in the January 1993

issue of Cheshire Smile.

Entries must reach The Director-

General, James Stanford, at The

Leonard Cheshire Foundation, 26

Maunsel Street, London SW]P ZQN

before the closing date of 1st April

1993, and should be typed, with

double line-spacing, on one side of

the paper only.

 

 

For Distinguished

Services

The Foundation has elected seven Vice—

Presidents in recognition of their

outstanding contribution to the many

facets of its work for disabled people

over the years. They are:

Mrs Susan Evershed, MBE, DL, a

former Trustee and Chairman of the

Mental Care Committee for eight years;

Mr Edward Footring, former

Honorary Appeals Director, and an

outstandingly successful fund raiser for

the renovation of Park House,

Sandringham, and other projects;

Mr Dennis Greig, former Trustee and

Honorary Treasurer;

Mr Arthur Bennett, former UK

Director, from 1980 to 1991;

Mr Brian Marsh, LVO, MC, former

Trustee;

Lady Pattie, former Trustee,

specialising in mental health provisions;

Mr Jack Threadingham, MBE, DL,

former Trustee and Honorary Treasurer.

Mr Peter Allott, former Trustee since

1967. who for many years was

Chairman of the Homes Planning

Committee, was also elected. but

declined to accept.
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YOU write to US
‘Our Dream Come True’

Can I introduce you to our son

Marty, a Resident at Cann House

Cheshire Home, Plymouth? A

year ago we were having a really

difficult time. Marty has cerebral

palsy and cannot talk. In addition

he could no longer sit up without

severe pain and his asthma

wasn’t improving. In November

he was in hospital and I knew we

could no longer give him the care

he needed at home. I had seen the

Cheshire Smile magazine over

the years, and somehow the

words ‘Cheshire Home’ were

always popping in and out ofmy

head.

Prayers Were Answered

When things got really bad I

”phoned Douglas House in

Brixham and was given lots of

help and advice. Then I was put

in touch with Cann House,

Plymouth, and my prayers were

answered. The Head of Home

and Social Services agreed they

could take Marty.

I believe the last few months

have been the happiest in his life.

His wheelchair has been

converted into a flying bedstead,

as he is unable to sit, and he

speeds round Cann House having

a great time. He is the youngest

Resident but has made some

great friends.

A Blossoming Life

Marty has been given his own

patch in the garden and has

grown flowers and vegetables

with the help of Brian, his

personal ‘volunteer’. He has also

had a Possum installed in his own

room, and it was with wide eyes

and a huge smile he showed us

how he could turn on lights, TV,

video and his music centre all

with one push of a magic button.

He hopes soon to have a page

turner, and for the first time will

be able to look at books and

improve his reading.

So you see you don’t always

have to go to Jim’ll Fix It, thanks

to everyone who helps to care for

Marty and to the Residents who

have made him a member of their

family.

Thanks — you‘ve really made

our dream come true.

Marion and John Haywood

Torquay, Devon

A Constant Reader

The fact that I was the Founder

(though not the first Editor) of

Cheshire Smile, and then went on

to marry the then Matron,

Georgina Ross, are, I’m sure, my

only lasting achievements at Le

20

Court. Yet she and I have been

constant and enthralled readers

ever since Issue Number One.

Please accept the enclosed

cheque as a grateful contribution

to your magazine which goes

from strength to strength in

interest and sheer professionalism.

Alan Finch

Harpenden, Hertfordshire

Our Own Magazine

We have recently received copies

of the first issue of Choice,

described as the ‘News Letter for

the Leonard Cheshire

Foundation’. In the past this has

always been done on duplicated

sheets and we wonder why it has

been thought necessary to

replace these with an expensively

produced news letter when we

had been told that the number of

issues of the Cheshire Smile had

been cut down on account of

cost.

Speaking for people at Arnold

House, we would rather have

more issues of Cheshire Smile

than spend money on a

magazine—type news letter. We

hope there is no intention to

replace the Cheshire Smile with

the news letter as we have always

regarded the Cheshire Smile as

our own magazine.

We wonder what other Homes

think of this.

Joyce Dyer (Miss), Chairman,

Residents’ Committee,

Arnold House, Enfield,

Middlesex

Compassionate Desire to Help

Gill Stevenson, Organiser of

‘Take Care’, Cuffley Family

Support Service, Hertfordshire,

records with great sadness the

death of its Chairman, Charles

Latham.

‘Charles had been Chairman

ofTake Care since 1989, and

during this time his guidance and

knowledge oflocal community

matters have helped us to

establish a very firm foundation

for our work.

‘Our management meetings

were always opened with prayer

and Charles‘s compassion and

desire to help those in need of

care made him an ideal

Chairman. We thank God for his

services and the time he devoted

to Take Care.

‘Our love and prayers are for

his wife Molly and their family in

their great loss.’

A Really Good Time

I am a Resident at The Dukeries

Cheshire Home, and this year

went on holiday with Andrew,

one of the Care Staff. We stayed

at Pontin’s Camp in Blackpool. It

was very entertaining with a lot

going on that I could watch or

join in with. We played Snooker

or Pool most evenings which are

my favourite games. There is a

lot to see and do in Blackpool as

well. I would recommend the

holiday camp to anyone who

likes a good time.

Ron Bradford

The Dukeries, Retford,

Nottinghamshire

 

Donations Greatly

Welcomed

Grateful thanks to those

who have sent donations to

help us meet the high cost

of postage. If other Homes,

Services and Readers

would follow their

example, it would be

deeply appreciated.

Cheques should be

made out to Cheshire

Smile and sent to

The Cheshire Smile,

Arnold House,

66 The Ridgeway,

Enfield, Middx EN2 8JA

The Editor   
 

A Witty Raconteur

Peter Robertson, Administrator

of Alne Hall Cheshire Home,

Alne, York, records with great

sadness the peaceful death of

John Parker, at the age of 65, on

26th May. He writes:

“John, a former publican in

York. had been with us since

1989 and was a raconteur of

some merit. John and I had

attended the same grammar

school in York and quite a lot of

banter took place between us

regarding early days at school!

John will be missed by his

friends both at Alne and at the

local church where he was a

regular attender.’

Thought Provoking

I enclose our bank draft for £103

towards the cost of postage of

Cheshire Smile. We look forward

to receiving our copies so much

and always find so many articles

which are of interest and provoke

thought. We havejust received

the July 1992 copies and

appreciate in particular the

message from Group Captain

Lord Cheshire.

Thank you for providing such

a super magazine and for keeping

us in touch with the rest ofthe

Cheshire family.

Pam Hay-Whitton, Secretary

South African National

Foundation of Cheshire

Homes, Newlands,

South Africa

Our Favourite Magazine

I enclose our donation towards

our favourite magazine; as ever,

informative, amusing and

thought provoking!

In happy anticipation ofthe

next issue,

Derek and Jean Tulley

Rustington, West Sussex

‘He’ll Never Walk Alone’

Heather Thompson, Head of

Care at Chipstead Lake Cheshire

Home, Chipstead, Kent, writes:

‘It is with deep regret that the

Management, Residents and

Staff of Chipstead Lake record

the sudden death on 9th July of

Gary Ellard at the young age of

20 years.

‘Gary had been a Resident for

twenty»two months. He was a

popular member of our family

who enjoyed watching and

supporting all types of sport. He

loved cricket. and was a fervent

follower of racing driver Nigel

Mansell’s career, but most of all

he supported Liverpool FC. Like

them, ‘He’ll never walk alone'.

‘He will be sadly missed by all

his friends here. Our sympathy

goes to his parents and relatives.’
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Silver Jubilee for Trinidad

Cheshire Home

The Trinidad Home is very

excited about celebrating its 25th

anniversary to coincide with the

Foundation’s ‘1992 Awareness

Year’, and is having its own

awareness drive. Since it opened

in 1967 it has, in spite of

financial constraints, been

possible to operate successfully

in a homely atmosphere.

Dr Harry Collymore, Founder

and President of the Home, is

still its source of encouragement,

and always finds the time to help

when needed.

Achievement by Resident of

Tangier Home

Many congratulations to Said

Gheziel on attaining his French

Baccalaureat in Applied

Sciences. We were told by the

Chairman of the Home, M.

Abdelhamid Bouzid that this

achievement would not have

been possible without the support

of the Foundation.

SpOrts Held at Bombay

Cheshire Home

Many of the Residents of the

Bombay Home were eager to

take part in the all-Maharashtra

Sports Meet at National Level for

Paraplegics, being arranged by

the Paraplegic Foundation of

Bombay at Sion. Ms Ines. a guest

of the Sisters who run the Home.

discovered that there was not

enough equipment to practice

properly. She bought what was

needed, and encouraged the

Residents to practice each

evening.

The news of the cancellation

of the Sports meet was met with

bitter disappointment: but Ms

Ines, with the help of the Sisters

and some friends, was

determined to arrange an

alternative event at the Home

itself. More and more people

became involved, and it turned

out to be a major event.

The finals were held in front of

a distinguished gathering,

including several Committee

members of the Bombay Home.

 

 

G.C.’s Inspiration was World-Wide

The Dreaded News

Sadness mixed with renewed

determination to continue and

expand his work was the re—

action of Cheshire Homes

overseas to the dreaded news of

their much-loved Founder’s

death.

Here are extracts from tributes

which were paid from the five

regions:

He Gave ‘Unique Quality’

From Major General Virendra

Singh, Chairman Eastern

Region, in India:

‘In a world where seeking

publicity or self—aggrandisement

has acquired respectability,

Cheshire stood out as different.

He preferred to consider himself

a catalyst, a point around which

well meaning people could rally.

This is what gives the Cheshire

Homes their unique quality — the

driving force that comes from

within. He would not want tears

of sympathy; he would prefer

those emotions to be devoted to

the cause of humanity. That

alone would be paying tribute to

him.’

His Vision an Inspiration

From David Graybeal,

Honorary Trustee and First

Chairman, and Berta Numata,

Trustee and Founder Member,

both ofNew Jersey Homes

(Western Region):

‘We remember his entry to our

gatherings, so modest and

unassuming, so inclined to listen

and to encourage. and how the

power of his vision elevated and

energised all who heard him.

That vision will continue to

inspire Cheshire Homes.’

With Us In Spirit

From the Central Region (All

Ethiopian Cheshire Homes):

‘His ideas have created

awareness in the public to extend

love, friendship and support to

many of the disabled children

and adults in the country. Though

we miss him physically we

believe he is always with us in

his spirit. We follow his words:

“Never feel you have achieved

your goal. Go on reaching up to

more and more heights.”‘

Noble Ideals

From Cheshire Homes, Far

East Regn'onal Council:

‘We shall always cherish most

loving memories of Leonard,

who has done for us more than

words can express. We pledge to

follow in his footsteps and to

endeavour to uphold his noble

ideals.’

A Modern ‘Saint’.

From ChiefJustice Thomas

Finlay, Chairman of Cheshire

Foundation in Ireland

(Northern Region):

‘That he was truly that

extremely rare phenomenon of a

modern saint, one never really

doubted. His enthusiasm, his

sensitivity. and above all else his

optimism were wholly inspiring.

Real mountains were thus rapidly

reduced to molehills and

successfully climbed. It may

however have been his

irrepressible and subtle sense of

humour which so particularly

endeared him to the Irish people.’  
 

Visit by Sister Franca

Teresa to London from

Tanzania

Sister Franca, who runs the

Dodoma Cheshire Home for

children and teenagers with

learning difficulties, was in

Ireland earlier this year to study

at a Centre in Dublin. Sister

Franca spent a memorable week

in London, seeing the sights and

visiting Athol House and the

Oxfordshire Cheshire Home, as

well as the Maunsel Street

Offices.

‘Fast Work to Aid Starving

A 24—hour fund-raising Fast by

pupils at Churston Grammar

School in Brixham. Devon,

means another 100 mothers and

children can be fed and

medically checked every month

in Ethiopia.

The students’ ‘outstanding’

efforts were praised by Cheshire

Foundation International

Director, Ronald Travers when

he was handed a cheque for

£2,127. Their effort was so good,

an anonymous donor offered to

double the donation to £4,254.

The Leonard Cheshire

Foundation International runs a

feeding centre in Ethiopia

outside Addis Ababa, where it

can supply monthly feeding

packs of sorghum grain, oil and

powdered milk to 7,000 mothers

and children. Recently, donations

have enabled the centre to greatly

expand its clean water

programme. In 1985 there were

24,000 people sharing a single

tap. Recently the system has been

expanded by 24 four-part taps

which now provide water for 20

people each.

My Trip to Kenya — by Joan

Wright, a volunteer and

triend of Chipstead Lake

Cheshire Home

Whilst in Kenya in the early part

of the year. a friend and I visited

the Leonard Cheshire Home at

Kariobangi.

‘We arrived without warning,

as the Home has no telephone —

and found an oasis of peace and

happiness in the midst of the

hurry. bustle and dust of

Kariobangi. The Home is a

bungalow type of building in a

large garden (for the area) and

behind a wall. The main part is in

the centre of the complex and has

the main facilities, whilst around

the sides is a verandah. where the

Residents sit during the day. A

few yards away are the sleeping

quarters — rooms with a bed,

chair and small table with a bowl,

and bathroom and toilet blocks.

‘Compared with our Home at

Chipstead Lake, it is very sparse

with plain living. but it is

certainly a real Home, where

there is security. care and
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happiness. I found it very moving

to remember that our Home here,

and the Home in Kariobangi,

were both linked to the Leonard

Cheshire Foundation.‘

Brookvale Secondary

School Fundraising

Adrian Owens. a volunteer. was

sent to the Orlu Home in Nigeria

last year by the International

Office to introduce an income

generating scheme in the form of

snail farming, and to help in the

development of craft work. On

Adrian‘s return to the UK, he has

arranged for Brookvale

Secondary School in Runcom to

adopt the Home as its charity for

1992. The pupils have also been

corresponding with the Orlu

children, and already two

cheques, for £200 each, have

been sent to Orlu. Events in the

fundraising included a ‘civvies

day’, car washing and various

individual sponsored items.

Chariots of Fire in North

Cyprus

From Cyprus Today: (March

1992)

‘The sweat, the blisters and

ripped, blackened gloves said it

all at the end of the first

wheelchair marathon in north

Cyprus. Nine disabled athletes

had finally succeeded in hitting a

money—raising target after rain

had washed out their first attempt

two weeks previously But.

again, the battle was against the

elements, as strong headwinds

and bursts of cold, piercing rain

hindered the competitors"

nightmare journey. And, with the

same determination as Harold

Abrahams in the film — at times

gasping as they thrust themselves

forward — the sportsmen turned

their wheelchairs into Chariots of

Fire.

Personal Glory Not The Aim

‘Their aim was not personal

glory but a bid to raise just

enough cash to upgrade their

basketball games. The gruelling

event was also a prelude to the

new life which will be offered to

hundreds of physically

handicapped people when the

first Cheshire Home opens in

north Cyprus. The centre will

offer daily and short-stay care

plus training.

‘The Wheelchair Marathon,

over 12 miles from the Ercan

junction of the Gazi Magusa road

to the centre of Lefl<osa, was

organised by Gime’s Cheshire

Home committee, led by Turkish

Cypriots and expatriates.

Practical support came from

many quarters, and the Marathon

had the blessing of the Sports

Minister.
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‘Efforts to build the Kyrenia

Day Care Centre are continuing.

and the basic construction is now

in place. As a result ofthe

wheelchair Marathon,

completion ofthe interior and

outside walls will be possible.

and further fundraising will take

place to complete internal and

external plastering with window

and door frames.‘

Chatsworth Cheshire Home,

Durban

Deven, the Chairman of the

Residents’ Committee, writes

that three of the 18 Residents are

studying, and two have recently

got married. They enjoy the

Home’s swimming pool, and

have a workshop, which at times

is used as a games room. The

Residents play an active part in

fundraising for the Home’s

running costs.

Reception at Washington

Embassy

Sir David Goodall, International

Chairman, and Ronald Travers

International Director attended

an enjoyable and successful

reception for local supporters of

Cheshire Homes USA, hosted by

the British Ambassador and his

wife, H. E. Sir Robin and Lady

Renwick. There was great

interest in the possibilities of

starting new Cheshire Homes in

the USA from several of those

attending.

OBITUARIES

Trinidad

Mr Fazar Ali, 21 member of the

Board of Management of the

Trinidad Cheshire Home, died in

Canada on 30 April 1992, while

undergoing medical treatment

there. Mr Ali served faithfully as

Hon. Treasurer for many years,

and represented Trinidad at

several Cheshire Conferences in

the UK. Cheshire Trinidad will

never be quite the same without

him and we extend our sincere

condolences to his wife and

children.

Sri Lanka

One of the Honorary Secretaries

of the Sir James and Lady Peiris

Cheshire Home in Mount

Lavinia, Mrs Shanti Hulugalle,

passed away unexpectedly on 3rd

June. A devout Christian, she

was a radiant and lively person,

who made an invaluable

contribution to the Home during

her many years’ involvement.

She was much loved by the

Residents, and her death is a

great loss. Our sympathy goes to

her husband, Hiran Hulugalle,

and all her friends.
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Founder’s joyous wheelchair dance with Wang KuI,

Kunming/Glaxo Cheshire Home, China in 1991.
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Resident of

 

Organising the Home in Moscow. The Founder in conversation

with Yuri Zakharevski, Deputy Mayor of Baumanski, and Natalia

Zukova, Head of Health Services for the area.

 

International Week 1989. Founder with Margaret Mutanu Mutua

from Kenya Trout & Salmon Flies.



 

International Week — 1989. The Founder with Sister Mary Lopes

(Bombay) standing. At right Ignatius Bax/a (Ranchi). Left,

Lakshmi (Bangalore), seated. Behind: Dolly Mazumdar

(Burnpur).
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Founder’s VISIt to Mauritius Cheshire Home in 1990. Seen talking

to Resident Unvillo. At right, Chairman of the Home, Ginette Lari

Yee Chin.

Informal meeting with overseas delegates to International Week

1989.

International

Founder talking to Miss Wang Kui, Kunming Glaxo Cheshire

Home.

Picture Page

The Founder with Foundation Vice-President Lady Pattie and The Founder shows his delight at opening of Kunming Home.

Major General Virendra Singh, Chairman of Eastern Regional At right, Neil Maidment, Managing Director of Glaxo China.

Council (Annual Conference 1988)
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Painting by June Mendoza
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